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CHURCH-WARDENS 
AND THE 


Gentlemen of the Veſtry of the 
Pariſh of St. James's in Weſt. 


minſter. 


Gentlemen, 22 AID 
K Ccording to my Promiſe, which ye, 
A in a very obliging manner, extort- 
cd from me, | now preſent to your 
Eyes that ſame Sermon, which I commu- 
nicated laſt Sunday to your Ears. Several 
Conſiderations throng d in to reſtrain me 
from yielding to your repeated Deſires; but 
the uncommon Reſpect, which ye were 
pleas'd to ſhew me, the handſomeneſs of 
your Addreſs, and the loyal Arguments 
A 2 vith 


e uro. 


with which ye back'd it, did prevail, and 
1 chearfully give it up to your ingaging I- 
Importunities. . — 
I have been entertain'd indeed with 
god Report on this Occaſion from among 
you, who are well, nay zcaloully, affected N [ 
to His Majeſty King GEORGE, and 
who- have a quick and grateful Senſe of the 
numerous Bleſlings of our preſent happy 
Eſtabliſhment; but I am aware that I muſt 
alſo paſs thro evil Report, and probably 
be ſcutvily treated by 5 that are diſaf. . 
fected; and therefore, as 1 have no other; 
Return to make for your great Civility, 
| fo, I hope ye will look upon this my re: 
dy Compliance as a pretty ſtrong Argy 
ment of that great Reſpect, with which 
I do aſſure you, I am, j 


Gentlemen, 
,, = Tour moſt bumble and 


moſt affectionate Servant, 


Richard Synge n 
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Ps AL. 'xcv. 8. 

Harden not your heart as in the 
provocation, and as in the day of 
temptation in the wilderneſs. 

HE Pſalmiſt, having, in the former 
f Verſes, called upon his People to praiſe 
the Lord their God for his excellent 

Greatneſs, and for his more ſpecial Goodneſs 

toward the Houſe of 1/rael ; and having in- 

riced them to join with him in adoring their in- 
finite Benefactor with the humbleſt Homage, and 
the loweſt ſtoop which either their Bodies or 


their Souls could make, doth here at the 8th 
Verſe carneſtly caution them againſt Contumacy 


Ind Ingratitude, Sins which that People, tho” 


moſt highly favoured of God, yet were ſtrong- 
prone to; and he endeavours to deter them 
from ſuch provoking Practices by the memo- 
fable Example of their Forcfathers, who had 
been a faithleſs and ſtubborn Generation, and 


vho had been moſt remarkably puniſhed for 
their Obſtinacy, and particularly for thoſe two 


186 Inſtances thereof reterrd to in the Text ; 


Harden not your heart, ſaith he, as in the provee 
tation; that is, as your Father hardened theirs 
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in the Provocation, and in the day of tempta. 
tion in the wilderneſs, | 


In diſcourſing on which Words, I ſhall, 
I/, Briefly explain to you this Advice or 
Caution that is given under this Expreſſion, 
Harden not your heart. 

241), I ſhall lay open to you theſe Inſtances 
here mentioned of the Iſraelites, hardening their 
Hearts in the Day of Provocation, and the Day 
of Temptation, he 
34ly, I ſhall compare God's Goodneſs and 
Bounty to thoſe Iſraelites, with the many great 
Things, which the fame gracious God hath 
wrought for this our highly fayoured Church 
and Nation; and I will alſo compare their Con- 
duct with ours: And, | 

4thly, I ſhall obſerve to you the ſad Conſe- 
quences which followed, and ſeverely puniſhed 
the Obſtinacy and Ingratitude of 1ſrael, and 


from thence infer what Vengeance is likely to 


overtake thoſe ſeditious and hardened Male- 
contents which we have amongſt us. 


 1/ then, I am briefly to explain to you the 
Advice or Caution here given under this Ex- 
preſſion, Harden not your Heart. 

This is a figurative Expreſſion borrowed from 
the Nature of ſeveral Things, which tho! ſoft 
at firſt may be made ſo hard that ſcarce any 
Impreſſion can be made on them: Now as by 
Heart here. we are to underſtand our rationa 
Faculties, or our Conſcience, which is our Spi. 


ritual 
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ritual Heart, by which we are able to conſider 
and rcflet on the obvious Diſpenſations of 
God's Providence, and the mighty Obligations 


vhich the Divine Goodneſs is continually lay- 


ing on us ſubmiſſively to ſerve and obey him: 


So when we are either ſo careleſs as not to 


make ſuch religious Reflections, or, if we do 
make them, are ſo obſtinately wicked as not 
to be wrought on by ſuch Conſiderations, then 
our Hearts are juſtly ſaid to be hard. | 
And foraſmuch as it is our own wilful Neg- 
ligence or Obſtinacy that occaſions that flupid 
Inſenſibility in our Hearts, we our ſelves are 
{aid to harden them. 1 
And that moſt properly; becauſe the Means 
which God exhibits to us, if we duly uſe them, 
are abundantly ſufficient to engage reaſonable 


Creatures to their Duty, and to bring ſuch as 


* 


have fail'd of it to Repentance. 
They then, who ſhutting their Eyes againſt 


the Light of Nature and Revelation, againſt 


the Reproof of God's Word, and the Convi- 


ctions of their Conſciences, againſt the Invita- 
tions of his Mercy, and the 1 errors of 5 
ſtice, do preſume to murmur at any of the 


1 
penſations of the All- wiſe Ruler of the World ; 
they who allow themſelves in any known and 
habitual Breaches of the Divine Laws, have very 
hard Hearts; and for as much as the bringing 
their Hearts to this wretched Temper is their 
own Act and Deed, the Wickedneſs thereof 
will lye heavy at their own Door. 
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And this is what yeare ſocarneſtly caution'd 
againſt by the Holy Ghoſt in the Text, as be. 
ing a moſt deplorable, and almoſt a deſperate 
Condition of Soul. | 

For what indced can even infinite Goodneſs 
do for the Recovery of ſuch Perſons, upon 
whoſe Hearts neither the Declarations of his 


Love, nor the Denunciations of his Wrath, nei- 


ther his Favour nor his Frowns, neither his 
Promiſes nor Threatnings can make any Im- 
. : | 

What can be done for Men, who, as it is 
faid of Iſrael, Cech. 7. 11, 12. refuſeè rohearken, 
and pull away the Shoulder, and ſtop their Ears 
that they ſhould not hear, and make their Hearts 
hard as an adamint ſtone, leſt they ſhould hear 
the law, and the words of the Lord. 

Thus much may ſuffice to explain the Cau- 
tion, Harden not your heart. 
I proceed, 24!y, To lay open to you thoſe 
Inftances of the Iſraelites hardening their Hearts | 
in the Provocation, and in the Day of Temp- 
tation. | 

Ic is our great Fault, as well as our Unhap- 
pineſs, that we are of fo careleſs and ſtupid a 
Temper, that 'till God viſits our ſelves we arc 
nottouch'd with a due Apprchenſion of his 
Juſtice, nor much affected with the moſt tragi- 
gical Relations of his Judgments upon others, 
Illis cuſtomary now for Men to indulge them- 

ſelves in Eaſe, and to ſleep in the Lap of Sen- 
ſuality, till God's Judgments, like the Philiſtines 

upon 
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upon Sampſon, ruſh in upon them and deſtroy 
them. pn WY 4 | 
When we are only forewarn'd of Publick Ca- 


lamities, which God in his Word threatens to a 
Nation, ſinful as we are, there are few that will 


believe the Report. When the Sword rangeth 
only in Foreign Countries, when the grim Face 
of Death, and the meagre Viſage of Famine 
are not before our Eyes, we are not much moy'd, 
our Bowels do not to any good Purpoſe yearn, 
till theſe terrible Meſſengers of God's Wrath 
ſtalk about our own Streets, and knock at our 
own Doors, | F- 

Yet, methinks, if theſe flagrant Inſtances of 
IſraePs ingrateful and ſtupid Obſtinacy, and 
the fearful Judgments which God inflicted on 
that whole People for it were lively repreſent- 
ed in proper Colours, it might very ſenſibly 
affect us, and forcibly diſpoſe us to receive and 
comply with this important Exhortation in my 
. 

Now we have a particular and amaſing Ac- 
count of both in the Book of Exodus ; in the 
17th Chapter we have the Day of Proyocation, 
and Iſrael's Behaviour in it deſcribed. The 
Scene was Rephidim ; The People thirſtid 
there for water, and murmured againſt Moſes, 
and ſaid, wherefore is it that thou haſt brought 
us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and 
our cattle with thirſt 2 | | 

Now let us conſider how ſtrangely obſtinate 
and ingrateful was this Contention of the 
Children of 1/aet againſt God, and then = 

SN chie 
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chief Servant Mo/es ; againſt that God, who 
though he had his Dwelling fo high, yet look d 
down with the Bowels of a Father upon the 
Afflictions of that People, and ſent Moſes his 
Ambaſlador on Earth, and his Plagues his Am. 
baſſadors from Heaven, to bring them by a 
mighty Arm out of a ſlaviſh Captivity, 
_ How provoking was this their Treatment of 
Moſes, who had run through ſo many Difficul- 
ties for their Sake, and who in a triumphant Man. | 
ner had brought them out of Bondage ! How 
harden d muſt they be before they could uſe 
him thus contemptuouſly ! They that had ſeen 
the wonderful Effects of that commanding Rod 
which the Almighty had committed tohis Hand; 
that Rod, which, in their Cauſe, wounded 
the very Rivers of Egypt, and made them run 
with Blood, and turned the Nie into a Red- 
Sea; that Rod, which rais'd the very Duſt of i 
the Earth in their Quarrel, and made it fight 
with and overcome their Enemies! | 
Could they queſtion bur that he, who had 
made the Sea dry Land for their Preſeryation, 
would alſo for their Neceſlities make the Wil- 
derneſs a ſtanding Pool? How ingratefully ſtu- 
id was it in them to imagine, that he who 
gave them Light in Goſhen, when Eg ypt was 
muffled up in thick Darkneſs, and who had 
ſent his flaming Pillar to guide and direct them, 
would now let them periſh in the Deſart? Or 
that he who in ſo wonderful a manner had deli- 
vered them from the Tyranny of the Ezyprians, 


would now let them dye for want of Water? 
Surely 


have made them rely upon him in the greateſt 


vVocation, and the Time was called the Day of 
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Surely the happy Experience which they had 
of God's Goodneſs and Protection ought to 


Difficulties, to wait upon his Providence with 
humble Patience, and to truſt in him even un- 
to Death. 
But it ſeems they were a ſtiff-necked and un- 
tractable Generation, more heard-hearted than 
their old Task. Maſters, more obſtinate than 
Pharaoh, more obdurate than the Rock of Ho- 
reb, The Rock obeyed Moſes, and when he 
ſmote, the Waters guſhed out; Pharaoh too at 
laſt let Iſrael! go. | 
Pharaoh before only drove Moſes from his 
Preſence, but this mad, unthankful People were 
ready to ſtone him, This was a bold Mutiny 
indeed againſt a Governour of Heaven's Ap- 
pointment, who brought with him unconteſt- 
able Credentials ; againſt a General, who by 
his Interceſſion did call down from Heaven 
abundant Proviſion for his clamorous Forces 
a General, who triumphed over the King of 
Egypt in his own Court; and a General, whoſe 
Truncheon kept the Waves in awe more, much 
more than the Poets even feign'd of Neprune's 
Trident. 54 | 
This was ſo very preyoking that the Scene 
of it was called Maſſabh, which ſignifies Pro- 


Provocation from thence. 

Moes himſelf was grieved at their amaſing 

Inſolence, to ſce a People, who, not long be- 

fore had been Slaves in the Brick- kilns, 5 ta- 
S 
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ders of Mortar, and Bakers of Earth, to ven« 
ture to quarrel with Heaven, and riſe againſt 
God and his chicf Miniſter, and to threaren 
Death to him, who was the Defender of their 
Lives, and Reſtorer of their Liberty. And 
Moſes cryd unto the Lord, what ſhall I ag 
with this People, they are even ready to lone 
me, Exod. 17. 4. 

What ſhould he do? One would have thought 
he might have been provoked to call for Fire 
toconſume ſuch Rebels, rather than for Water to 
humour and ſuſtain them. But Moſes was the 
meekeſt Man upon the Earth, and God a moſt 
merciful Father, and he deſcended not inJudg- 
ment but Mercy; and he commanded Moſes to 
ſtrike the Rock, and he ſtruck it, and the Wa- 
ters flowed out and the People did drink. 

Now ſure we might hope that this Miracle in 
their Fayour would ſoften their Hearts as it 
open'd the Rock, and that they ſhould weep as 
well as the Stone; that Repentance and Obe- 
dience would have ſucceeded their Obſtinacy, 
and that we ſhould hear of no more Proyo- 
a | 
But alas! we read quickly after, Exod. 20. 
of a Day of Temptation or Contention at 
Zin. This was ſuch another Provocation, and 
upon a like Occaſion as the former. I will not 
therefore tire your Patience by aggravating any 
farther the Wickedneſs of Iſrael in theſe two 
Inftances of their Provocation and Tempta- 
tion: I believe we are ſenſible that their Wick- 
edneſs was great, and that we ſhall all m 
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y concur in very ſevere Ceuſures of their Con- 


duct. 


But that, my Brethren, is not my main De- 
ſign in this Diſcourſe; that will do us but lit- 
tle good, unleſs we bring the Matter home to 
our ſelves, and apply thoſe Cenſures which we 
are ſo ready to paſs upon the Iſraelites, to our 
own Conduct and Behaviour. 

3. Give me leave therefore in the Third place 
to ſhew you the way, and to lead your 
Thoughts from the Tabernacle of 1/rae} to the 
Church of Chriſt, to that part of it in theſe 
Nations to which we belong, and to State the 
Caſe impartially between the Children of Iſrael 
and the People of this Land? 

Tis certain that the mighty Obligations 
which God had laid upon Iſrael, and the con- 
firm'd Experience which they had of his abun- 
dant Goodneſs toward them, and his Almigh- 
ty never- failing Protection, did highly aggra- 
vate their Sin, and made their Provocation in- 
excuſably provoking. 

Let us therefore compare the Favours which 
God vouchſafed to that People, with thoſe 
Bleſſings and Privileges which the ſame graci- 
ous God hath from time to time been pouring 
upon this highly- favour d Nation. 

J then, Iſrael was deliver'd indeed out of 
Bondage, but it was ſuch as could afflict them 
no longer than the few evil Days they ſcyeral- 
ly had to live in this World. 

But the People of this Land have been de- 
lyer'd from a Spiritual Thraldom, which o- 
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therwiſe would have bound and inſlav'd them 
for ever: Firſt, From Pagan Superſtition and 
Idolatry, by the preaching of Chriſt's Goſpel; 
Secondly, From the abominable Corruptions 
and intolerable Tyranny of Popery, at the Re- 
formation firſt, and once again at the happy 
Revolution; and if we may not in ſtrict Pro- 
priety of Speech ſay we are a third time deli. 
ver d, yet I will ſay we are ſecured againſt the 


return of Popery, by God's ſending to us our 


Gracious Proteſtant King. | 

Now a laviſh Subjection to the Popiſh 
Yoke is an Evil as much greater than the A 
£yptian Bondage, as the Soul is nobler than 
the Body, or cternal Pains more intolerable 
than temporal, and therefore our Deliverance 
is to be higher priz d than Iſrael's. 


That People was alſo favour'd with very 


high Privileges, let us therefore compare Pri- 
yileges with them. 15 


Firſt, Moſes ſent from Cod with great Pow- | 


er was their Leader; then we have Chriſt a 
greater than Moſes to be our Captain, the 
Captain of our Salvation ; they had only a Man 
to |: ad them on, but we have a God to go be- 
fore us. | 
The Red Sea of Arabia was made to divide 
to give [/rael an caſte Paſſage, and to fave 
them from their Enemies; we have a greater, a 
moſt ineſtimabie Salvation wrought for us 
thro' the Red Sea of Chriſt's precious Blood. 
They indeed were fed with Manna from 
Heaven, but that Manna wou'd putrifie 50 our 
| tter 
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better Parts are fed, ſtrengthen' d and refreſh'd 


by the Body of Chriſt, the true living Bread 
which is incorruptible. 

For Iſrael the Rock of Horeb was ſmitten, 
and the Waters flow'd out for their Thirſt : 
For us a purer and more beneficial Fountain 
was open'd, a Fountain for our Sins, and for 
our Uncleanneſs, which hath infinintely greater 
Virtue than old Jordan, or all the Waters of 
Canaan. 

They had a Pillar of Fire to guide their be- 
nighted Steps through the Wilderneſs; we 
have the Light, the Sunſhine of the Goſpel to 
be a light to our Feet, to give Underſtanding 
to our Heads, and to conduct us ſafely thro? 
this Vale of Tears to a State of eternal Reſt 
and Joy. 

They had the Promiſe of an earthly Canaan, 
but we of an heayenly Zeruſalem; they had 
the Law of Moſes, we have that, and the Go- 


ſpel of Chriſt; they had Prieſts and Levites, 


we have Paſtors and Miniſters ; they had Cir- 
cumciſion and the Paſchal Lamb, as Pledges 
and Tokens of the Covenant between God and 
them; we have Baptiſm and the Lord's Sup- 
per, which to the Faithful are Szals of eternal 
Life, 

They were incumber'd with an heavy load 
of Ceremonies, an intollerable Yoke as St. Pe- 
ter calls them; bur our Duty and Service is 


perfect Freedom, a a light Burthen, and an eaſie 


Yoke, 


As therefore we haye been favour'd and 
bleſſed by Almighty God to a much higher de- 
gree 
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gree than the Iſraelites were, ſo let us inquirg || 


whether we have made to God a more grate- 
ful return. WY | 
Are we upon all Occaſions and in the ſharp. 
eſt Tryals humble and patient, ſubmiſſive and 
obedient to God's Holy Will and Providence? 
Or are we rather, like the Iſraelites, ready up- 
on any Temptation to murmur and repine a- 
gainſt his ever wiſe and juſt Diſpenſations? 

Hath our bleſſed Saviour brought Life 
and Immortality to light thro' his Go. 
ſpcl, and hath he by his Holy Life and Do- 


ctrine, by his meritorious Dcath and Paſiion,\ 


and by his ſending the Holy Spirit, deliver'd 
us from the Tyranny of Satan, furniſh'd us 
thoroughly unto every good Work, and put 
it in our Power to be everlaſtingly Happy? 

And are we unfcignedly thankful for this in- 
eſtimable Love, and do we ſhew the Force and 
Power of that Graticude in our Lives ? Do 


we not only profeſs but ſhew that we thank, | 


adore and love our Deliverer by keeping his 
Commandments ? 

Alas! we may without breach of Charity 
affirm that his Holy Commandments are noto- 
riouſly diſregarded; that many ſet themſclves 
againſt him, and have arriv'd to the Chair of 
the Scorner; and that others are, as St. Paul 
words their Caſe, crucify ing their Saviour a- 
gain, and putting him afreſh to open Shame by 
their monſtrous Provocations. 

Once more; Hath God in his great Favout 
to us, and by his gracious Providence deliver. 


cd 
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| ed us of this Land from the Tyranny and Op- 


preſſion of the Nomiſo Church, and her arbi- 


trary Task-maſters ? Hath he preſery'd to us 
the Purity of his Holy Religion, together with 


our temporal Rights and Properties, and hath 
he confirm'd and eftabliſh'd theſe Bleſſings to 
us and our Poſterity by placing and ſettling a 
Proteſtant Prince upon the Throne, who hath 
a numerous and hopeful Progeny to ſucceed 
him and perpetuate theſe Mercies to us? 

And are we from our Hearts thankful for 
theſe Favours, and do we eſteem them as ſuch? 


Truly the Conduct of many wou'd perſwade 


an impartial Obſerver that they think them no 


Bleſſings, nor at all thank God for them. 


When our Properties were invaded, our Li- 
berties abridg'd, and our Religion upon the 
very brink of Ruin; then we were almoſt una- 
nimous in our Prayers and Endeavours too 
for their Preſervation: But when our Delive- 
rance was wrought for us and confirm'd to us, 
how ſoon did many ſeem ſick of it! What an 
helliſh Conſpiracy was there form'd to aſſaſſine 


our glorious Deliverer! And how many even 


vet are ſo implacably angry with him for that 
Deliverance, and for confirming it to us by 
ſettling the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line, 
that they are daily attempting to rob him of 
his dear-bought Lawrels even in the Grave! 
Again, The ſettling of the Succeſſion in his 
Majeſty's Royal Houſe hath been moſt juſtly 
eſteem'd not only under God the greateſt, but the 
only good Security that human Wiſdom _ 
| B * 
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find out for all that is dear and valuable to us; 

and this was juſtly apprehended to be in great n 
Danger upon the Demiſe, at leaſt, of her late 
Majeſty; now God almighty by his watchful 
Providence defeated all Deſigns that were 
hatching againſt it, and in his own good Time 
brought it to take good Effect, peaceably and 
without Oppoſition. 

By this means we have all that is dear to 
Engliſhmen and Britons, ſecur'd to us and to 
our Poſterity, there is no room for Fears of 
Tyranny in theState, or Poptry in the Church; 
and if we and they that ſhall come after us be 
ſo. wiſe as to know When we are well, there is 
a proſpect of Peace and Proſperity to this happy 
Iſland to all future Generations. 

Now how are we generally affecked with 
thele things? Do theſe Bleſſings. which Hea- 
ven hath heaped upon us, make us all deyoutly 
thankful to God the bencficent Author of 
them? And do they work, as they ſhou'd do, : 
upon our Hearts and make us ſtrive who ſhall 
be foremoſt in affectionate Duty and ſteddy O- 
bedience to his Sacred Maſeſty King George, 0 

the firſt Fruits to us of the Proteſtant Line, I. 
and do they make us join our Forces to pro- 1 
mote the Peace and Happineſs, the Glory and 
Grandeur of his Reign? 

This might reaſonably be expected, and this f 
is jultly duc: But alas! what means thoſe Mur- 
murs and Diſcontents, that daily and hourly l 
rate honcſt and ſobcr Ears? what mean thoſe 
iots and Tumults that are ſo frequent in 

4 | many 
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many Parts of this diſtemper'd Kingdom ? As 
tho they had been grievouſly inſlav d, and as 
tho' Oppreſſion inſtcad of Lenity had made 
them mad. T3 
How many of our free-born Country men 
ſeem to look back with longing Eyes upon that 
State of Bondage from which they were reſcu- 
ed! crying out for the Leeks and Onions of 
Haipt, and ſeeming impatient till they be 
in the Brick-killns again. | | 
A wile Stranger wou'd ſcarce think theſe 
things credible ; but we, alas ! have Demonſtra- 
tion of them. | | 
And if fo, there is ſomething more aggraya- 
ting in theſe Mens Conduct than hath been re- 


mark d in the Iſraelites Provocation. 


The Iſraelites murmur'd indeed, but then it 
was when they were pinch'd, when they and 
their Children and their Cattel bad no Water, 
and were ready to periſh with Thirſt: But theſe 
murmur and induſtriouſly propagate their Diſ- 
contents while they are full and at eaſe, not 
wandring in a Deſert like the Iſraelites, but 
ſettled in a pleaſant Land which is the Joy 
of the Earth, when they haye all the good 
Things which a Pcople highly favour'd of Hea- 
yen can expect, and when they have all poſſi- 
ble Security of having theſe Bleſſings continu'd, 
from Generation to Generation. 

[ ſhall proſecute this unthankful Task no far- 
ther, but proceed to ſhew you in the Fourth 
place, the Conſequence of the 1/rae/ites pro- 
vokino God in the manner they did, and what 
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is likely to follow the ſtubborn Ingratitude 
of our murmurring People. ; 

As to the Iſraelites, God Almighty ſware that 
they ſhould not enter into his Reſt, v. 11. 
The promiſed Land which with Eyes of earn. 
eſt Expectation they eagerly look'd for, thoſe 
pleaſant Valcs that were enamel 'd with Flow. 
ers, and thoſe delightful Hills that were crown- 
cd with Vines and Olive Trees, they muſt 
never poſſeſs, that Land which flow'd with 
Milk and Honey, which had been promiſed 
for their Reſt and Settlement, they muſt never 
come into. 

Inſtead of fruitful Canaan, the barren Wil— 
derneſs muſt be their Country all the Days of 
their Life ; inſtead of delicious Plains and Val- 
lies, they are condemn'd to tread in thorn 
Paths, and to wear out their miſerable Life in 
an inhoſpitable Deſert. 

This was a fore and national Infliction, no 
more than two of the Six hundred thouſand 
Men that came out of Egypt liv'd to enter into 
Canaan. 

To behold a whole Nation thus upon its 
Bed of Sickneſs, and to have a whole People 
condemned in groſs ; to fee, Lord have Mercy 
upon us, written on the Doors of a Kingdom, 
is ſure the moſt aſtoniſhing Spectacle in the 
World, And as this was the Caſe of the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael upon their great Proyocation, it 
may ſerve to give us awful Ideas of the Terrors 
of God's Wrath, and of what is likely to 5 

Rx the 
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the Portion of our grumbling and ſeditious 
Country men. | 3 
I haye already obſerved to you the diſtin- 
guiſning Favours which we have receiyed from 
our God, and which are ſtill continued to us, 
above all that were ever vouchſafed to his once 
peculiar People Iſrael. bes 

That we are a Vine of Chriſt's own planting, 

lanted of the choiceſt Grape, hedged about by 
Divine Providence, water'd with the Dew of 
Heaven; that we are now the Iſrael of God; 
that we are delivered not only from our Ene- 
mies, but eyen from all our Fears and Appre- 
henſions of their troubling and enſlaving us any 
more; and that God hath given us a delight- 
ful Proſpect of ſettled Happineſs both for us 


and our Poſterity. 


Then, ſurcly, it would follow, that as our 
Obligations to the Divine Goodneſs become 
greater, our Gratitude ſhould riſe higher: And 
we are not to doubt, but that, as we have 
ſeen in this Example of the Iſraelites, as God 
hath loy'd us much, ſo that Love, if it be 
ſlighted and abuſed, will turn to Fury, highly 
aggravate our Guilt, and enlarge our Condem- 
nation. 

Rebellion 1s as the Sin of Witchcraft, and 
Stubborneſs is as Iniquity and Idolatry ; it be- 
ing interpreted to be a flying in the Face of 
God himſelf, in the Perſon of his Vicegerent; 
but when a Prince, beſide his Supream Power, 


for which he is to be reverenced, is adorn' d 


throughout with the moſt amiable and enga- 
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ging Virtues, when he is a tender-hearted Fa: 


cher of his Country, and when he decrees Jy. 
ſtice and governs righteouſly, as our molt gra. 
cious Sovereign doth; then to diſturb his Go. 


vernment by Riots and Tumults, by ſowing 
Jealouſies and Diſcontents, and by ſptcading 


about vile and accurſed Slanders concerning 
his private Conduct, is ſuch an Accumulation 
of firſt rate Crimes, as gives even Rebellion 


it ſelf a blacker and more damnable Die. 


And as ſuch Perſons as are guilty thereof arc 


ſuperlatively wicked, ſo it is threatned in the 
Scriptures, that they ſhall not live out half 


their Days; tis the ready way to dye before 
their Time ; cither the Hand of God, or the 
Sword of Juſtice will cut ſuch Offenders off; 
ſo that they ſhall not live to ſee thoſe Halcyon 
Days, that Peace and Happineſs, and Stability 


of Times, which are the natural and neceſſary 


Fruits of our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment. 

Nay, and there is yet heavier Vengeance be- 
hind for ſuch unnatural Criminals; as God 
ſware to Iſrael, upon their Provocation, that 
they ſhould not enter into his promifed Reſt, 
the Land of Canaan, fo he hath declared tous, 
that the contentious and diſobedient ſhall not 
enter into his Reſt, the Reſt promiſed in the 
Goſpel, eternal, unſpeakable and infinircly glo- 
rious ; they will be, without timely Repentance 
and Amendment, for ever ſhut out from thence 


amongſt Sorcerers, and Dogs, and Unbelievers. 


A meer Heathen, who never knew the way 


of Truth, is much more excuſable in his Com- 


illion 
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miſſion of the groſſeſt Impieties than a Chri- 
tizn, who, being well inſtructed in the Know- 
edge of his Duty, dares yet play faſt and looſe 
both with his King and his God; dares make 
a light Thing of the Oath of God; ſwear Al- 
egiance to his Prince, and then with the ſame 
Tongue, and almoſt with the ſame Breath, re- 
vile and ſpeak Evil of the auguſt Ruler of our 
people: A Man of Sodom ſhall meet a more 
favourable Doom in the Day of Judgment, than 
ſuch Men as profeſs they know God, yet in 
their Works do deny him; who profeſs the 
Faith of Chriſt, yet hold that Faith in Faction, 
Rebellion and Unrighteouſneſs. 


[ end all with David's Advice in the Text, 
ſeconded by good Council from his Royal Son, 
Solomon, Harden not your Heart; under all 
thoſe inriching Favours which God hath youch- 
afed to you as a People, ſtudy to be quiet, and 
mind your own Buſineſs; ſtudy alſo to be thank- 
ful for the Bleſſings ye enjoy, for the free Exer- 
ale of your Religion, for your Liberty and 
freedom, for your Peace and Quiet, and for 
ne undiſturbed Poſſoſſion of all your Rights, 
which are happily ſecured to you; and be per- 
luaded, my Brethren, to fear God and the 
King, and meddl2 not, have nothing to do 
= ſuch reſtleſs Spirits as are given to 

ange. | 
e Now to God the Father, &c. Amen. 
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